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Active and Passive verbs

In the Russian language, many processes can be expressed from the standpoint of both
the active subject and the passive object. Much depends on the situation. Active verbal
constructions are used in everyday speech. Passive constructions often occur in business
communication and formal styles of speech.

A nuiny nucemo. = [IMCbMO NMUIIETCS MHOM.
Mgl erpoum s1oM. = JIoM CTpOUTCS HAMU.

OHHY DOKYNAKT MAIWHY. = MallnHa NOKyIaeTcs UMH.

Sometimes active constructions occur in situations where the subject 1s absent.

OCTOPOXHO, ABEPH 3aKPHIBAKOTC!

JTa TEXHUKA HE JJoMaeTcy!

Table: Usage of “be + Infinitive” constructions.

Active Passive
1 object + reflective verb (+cs1) + subject
- subject + verb (Instumental)
S muury nuceMo. [InCcpMO MUIIETCS MHOM.
OH CTpOUT JIOM. JloM cTpouTcs um.
[Ipodeccop unTaet NeKuuio. Jlexuus unraetcs npopheccopom.

2 - subject + reflective verb ( + cs)

OCTOpPOXKHO, IBEPHU 3aKPHIBAIOTCS !
OKHO OTKpBIBAETCHI.

Pabota 3akaHuMBaeTCA.

BcTrpeua Haunnaercs B 11 yacos.

DTO 34aHUE CTPOUTCS yxke 3 roja.



