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Tenses of Verbs

Russian verbs have only 3 tenses — past, present and future. It is very easy — when
you speak about anything that happened some time ago (even one second ago),
you should use the Past Tense. If you’d like to tell about anything that is going

to happen — use the Future Tense. The table below will help you understand

how to form different tenses.

To form the Past Tense you only need to know the infinitive form of the verb.
You should also remember that verbs in the Past Tense have only 4 forms:
OH (masculine), oHa (feminine), oHO (neuter, rarely used) and oHwm (plural).

3HATDb

to know, inf.
OH OHa OHO OHHA
A, Tbl A, Tbl Mbl, Bbl
3HaJI 3HaJia 3HAJIO 3HAJIN

Some Verbs in Past Tense

@ group 1 @ group 2

infinitive: padorarsb infinitive: CMOTPETH
quTan (-a,-u) moon (-a,-n)
oTAbIxa (-a,-n) XOTEN (-a,-1)
34aBTpaKa (-a,-n) cMoTpen (-a,-H)
obena (-a,-n) Kypw (-a,-1)
yKUHAT (-a,-1) roBopu (-a,-n)

3Ha (-a,-u) en (-a,-n)

aymait (-a,-M)

ciymant (-a,-H)
BCTaBa (-a,-M)
Tyt (-a,-M)
noHuMaI (-a,-n)

i (-a,-M)
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How to Form Different Tenses

—4— BYepa (past tense)

padoTaTsh (to work)
OH paboTa

OHa paboTasa

OHHU paboTanu

OHO paboTaso

(rarely used as it identifies

a non-animated object)

Buepa s paboTan
noMa.

ecTh (to eat)
OH €1
OHa eJia

OHH €JIn

Buepa s e noma.

nuTh (to drink)
OH TIWJI
OHa TuJja

OHH ITHJIH.

Buepa s nun yamu.

ObITH (to be)

OH OBLI
OHa Oblj1a
B MOCKB
OHO OBLIO OCKBE

OHM OBLIU

Buepa s ObL1
B MoOCKBe.

%?:ﬁ Ceroans (present tense)

s paboTaro

ThI paboTaelb
OH/OHa paboraer
MBI paboTaeM
BbI paboTaere

OHH paboTaroT

CerojiHs s paboTaro
B o(uce.

1 eM
THI €IIb
OH/OHA €CT
MBI SJIAM
BbI €JIUTE

OHMU CIOAT

Ceronus g eMm
B ouce.

s IIbIO

ThI NbEIID
OH/OHA MBET
MBI IbEM
BbI ILETE

OHH IIBIOT

CeroaHs s b0 Kode.

Remember
Never used
b
ThI
OH
opga .~ B Mockse
MBI

BEI

Ceronusa s B MockBe.

Cj;} 3aBTpa (future tense)

st Oyny A
ThI Oy/I€IIb
oH/0oHa OyneT
>+ infinitive
MBI OyzIeM

BbI Oy/ieTe

OHU OynyT _J

3aBTpa 5 Oyny
pabotarhb B Kade.

s Oymy N
ThI Oy/ICIIb
oH/oHa OyneT
> + infinitive
MBI OyzIeM

BbI OyzieTe

OHU OynmyT _/

3aBTpa 5 Oya1y €CTh
B Kade.

s Oyny M
ThI OyJI€IlIb

oH/OHa OyIeTr
Y > + infinitive
MBI OyzIeM

BbI OyneTe

OHU OymyT

3aBTpa s Oyly NUTh
KaKao.

s Oyny N
ThI OyJI€IIIb
oH/oHa OyaeT

MBI 6yﬂeM > B MocCkBe

BbI OyneTe
OHM OyIyT

J
3aBTpa 51 Oyny

B MOCKBE.



