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DECLASSIFICATION OF MOLTEN SALT REACTOR This is copy.. + o < Ll aves.
st e
&. J. Murphy

The subject of your memorandum dated November 13, 1957 has been
reviewved.,

We have recently been advised that molten salt work has been dis-
continued in the Aircraft Huclear Propulsion Program on the grounds
that it is not a suitable approach to the solution of the problem
of the ANP. In view of this, and because such information would
appear to be quite useful to the civilian powexr application program,
the work which was described in the attachments to your above
referenced memorandum may be carried out as unclassified research
within the terms of Category II of AEC Manual Chapter 3403,

The above authorization does not include, nor would it permit,
declassification of any aspects of reactor design relating
specifically to aircraft application. Great care should be
exercised to prevent the release of the fact that this work was
discarded from the ANP program as being an impractical, or an
unsuccessful approach,
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NCLASSIFIED AREAS OF KESEARCIH : ' AEC 3403-06

3403-06 Procedures and Authorizations

061 It is expected thatoff-site research sponsored by the AEC may
vary from the completely unclassified research, through research in fields
_which are classified but declassifiable, to fields which are classified and non-
declassifiable, The same range of possible classification will, of course,
exist within AEC-sponsored laboratories.

062 The following categories have been established as guides to proper
classifidation and security procedures for off-site as well as on-site i
In all cases determination of the proper category for, a given p;
the responsibility of the cognizant Washmgton Division Directo
conducting research considered to be in Categories Il and III, the concurrence
of the Director of Classification shall be obtained through the cogmzant Di-
vision Director, .

~a, Category I, --(Normally, no Q-clearances uquired
reas, all notebooks and reports unclassifi
‘exchange of ideas and data, This categor
which, in the opinion of the cognizant Washing
rector, . fall ciearly within the area of unclassi , »
Fields or topics in this cau:gory are set forth ln th‘

chance for the development of restricted
be established as completely 1
pointment of a lecunty monite

L

which in their enrly stages will not involve reurict{
which as the work progresses may approach restricte
Such research programs can be initiated on an unchlliﬂed balil.
However, when itbecomes apparent that restricted data is being ap-
proached, it shall be the responsibility of the Security Monitor * ~
or the Senior Investigator to assure that the proper security =
- safeguards (including necessary Q-clearances) are applied,

To discharge this responsibility properly, it is essential that the
Security Monitor or Senior Investigator keep himself continuously
informed of the progress of the work so that he can impose the
appropriate security safeguards promptly when it appears that }
restricted data may be developed, An example of a project that /
may be carried out under this category is that kind of research /
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AEC 3403-063 UNCLASSIFIED AREAS OF RESEARCH
! directed toward the solution of a specific AEC Project problem,
the results of which would not be immediately applicable to the.
solution of that problem, No research work may be carried out
under this category if it is not covered by either Appendix
3403-05 (""Guide to Unclassified.Fields of Research') or, at J

T~

least, one of the topics of the Declassification Guide which per-

mit declau;hcat:on.

€. Category llI, --(Q-clearance required for all Investi
g pks and data classified as restricted

: w;--. Qe {sonael oply). Included in this categor ¥
DU gm.um of ruurch in which the subject of study is not i
‘nn AR 'Guid Unclassified Fields of Research" (Appendi
3 owever, the probability that non-declassifiable in

- p,tzween apgroprhtely cieared pe
ey qu;ory includes all research programs in whic
w9x.. slon invelved is glassified under the "declassificatio
e Ho,,jopic; of the Declassification Guide, As a mini
S ni ;p;ogumu 3ll the, ucnﬂty measures listed abo hal

the ‘Classification esearch Contra
chnptot 3415, and gﬂur appraved AEG chuitiuuon guidu. sha
the proper “””W\‘Ql' Programs within bis project,..:

i e e Qualified scientists ;oay be permitted to visit the. locatior
et unitins ¢laspified reseanch projects (provided that such visits: to.
. ~ 4q}s located in anares of security interest are in accor
> .~.the provisians of GM-SEC-7 (Serial No, 56). and lo
; menting visitor . contyol procedures) and to obtain
with respect to its procedures, methods and re

ance with established scientific tradition,
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